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CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PK 

SUBJECT: PPP GIVES GUARDED ASSENT TO PARTICIPATE IN ELECTIONS 

1 . AUGUST FOUR PRESS FRONTPAGE STORIES HEADLINE THE 
PPP'S HEDGED DECISION TO PARTICIPATE IN OCTOBER ELECTIONS. 
BHUTTO MET WITH THE PRESS AUGUST THIRD AND INDICATED 
THAT THE PARTY DECISION WAS NOT UNANIMOUS. HE CAVEATED 
THE DECISION WITH THE STATEMENT THAT "IF A SITUATION AROSE 
WHERE WE THINK THE PPP WAS NOT GIVEN FAIR TREATMENT IN 
THE ELECTIONS, THE PARTY MIGHT REVERSE ITS DECISION." 
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2. GENE KRAMER, AP CORRESPONDENT, TOLD EMBOFF THAT HE 

HAD EXTENSIVE INTERVIEW WITH BHUTTO AUGUST SECOND. FORMER 
PRIME MINISTER MADE TWO COMMENTS ABOUT THE UNITED STATES. 
HE SAID HE HOPED THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WOULD UNDERSTAND THAT 
HE IS NOT ANTI-AMERICAN AND THAT ALL ACTIONS HE HAS TAKEN 
HAVE BEEN IN PAKISTAN'S NATIONAL INTEREST. ON QUESTION 
OF MASSIVE AMERICAN INTERVENTION IN PAKISTAN, BHUTTO SAID 
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HE HAS TURNED THE 50-60 PAGES OF EVIDENCE "WHICH VANCE 
REFUSED TO ACCEPT" OVER TO THE MLA. 

3. BHUTTO TOLD KRAMER THAT THERE WERE TWO GROUPS IN THE 
PPP OPPOSED TO CONTESTING THE ELECTIONS. ONE BELIEVES 
THAT THE "DICE ARE LOADED AGAINST THE PPP BY THE MARTIAL 
LAW AUTHORITIES" WHO ARE NOT IMPARTIAL BUT PRO-PNA. 
ANOTHER GROUP MAINTAINS THAT THE PPP HAS MADE GREAT 
SACRIFICES FOR THE NATION. WHICH DOES NOT APPRECIATE THE 
PARTY'S EFFORTS. IF THE PNA AND MILITARY AUTHORITIES THINK 
THEY CAN DO BETTER, LET THEM TRY. 

4. COMMENT- BHUTTO HAS LEFT HIMSELF WITH SOME FLEXIBILITY 
AS TO HIS POLITICAL COURSE OVER THE NEXT TWO AND ONE HALF 
MONTHS. HIS COMMENTS ABOUT GROUPS WITHIN THE PPP WHO 

DO NOT WANT TO CONTEST REFLECT WHAT WE UNDERSTAND IS HIS 
OWN PERSONAL DISPLEASURE WITH WHAT HE SEES AS THE PRO-PNA 
ROLE OF THE MARTIAL LAW AUTHORITIES. BY NOTING THAT 
IF THE PPP DOES NOT RECEIVE "FAIR TREATMENT" IN THE 
CAMPAIGN, BHUTTO HAS LEFT THE DOOR OPEN TO EITHER 
COMPLETELY OPT OUT OR BOYCOTT SOMETIME BEFORE OCTOBER 18. 
AT THE SAME TIME, THE PARTY WILL CONTINUE ITS ACTIVE 
EFFORTS TO ORGANIZE FOR ELECTIONS. 

HUMMEL 
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